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TO  THE  CMIRy:AN  AND  OF 

THE  RUR/X  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  BRACKLEY 


Mr.  Chairman,  My  Lady,  Ladies  and  Oentlemen, 


I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  incorporating  that  of  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector,  This  report  serves  two  functions,  the  first  to  give 
an  account  with  statistics  of  the  environmental  health  of  the 
district;  the  second  to  make  some  observations  on  those  trends 
in  the  general  pattern  of  living  which  show  evidence  of  becoming 
a hazard  to  health  either  now  or  in  the  future* 

The  health  of  the  district  has  proved  to  be  satisfactory  this 
year.  There  have  been  no  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease,  and 
the  general  standa,rd  of  environmental  amenities  continues  to 
improve  with  the  provision  of  new  and  improved  housing,  adequate 
refuse  control  and  new  sewage  installations.  The  maintenance  of 
the  high  standards  of  food  hygiene,  of  v/hich  the  district  can  be 
proud,  has  continued.  This  has  been  achieved  by  careful  work  in 
the  past,  and  by  continued  vigilance  in  the  present. 

Work  on  the  joint  sewage  works  scheme  for  Kings  Sutton,  Charlton 
and  Aynho  started  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  There  are  still 
some  further  necessary  schemes  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  tha.t  these 
will  be  completed  in  the  not  too  distant  future.  Adequate  housing 
is  being  provided  a.nd  this  district  ha.s  a splendid  record  in  its 
provision  for  the  elderly.  Thirty  five  houses  were  improved  by 
both  Discretionary  and  Standard  Grants.  Pure  water  is  available. 

The  vital  sta.tistics  for  the  year  show  that  there  were  110 
deaths.  This  gives  a standardised  rate  of  9.5  compared  with  10.1 
last  year,  and  with  the  national  figure  of  11.2.  The  total  number 
of  births  was  232  (of  which  12  virere  illegitimate)  compared  with 
258  last  year,  and  showing  therefore  a decrease  of  26.  There  were 
5 infant  deaths. 

There  was  an  increase  in  infectious  diseases  from  129  last 
year  to  302  this  year.  This  was,  however,  largely  due  to  an 
increase  in  measles  notifications  from  104  to  258.  There  were 
no  outbreaks,  no  cases  of  dysentery  or  food  poisoning.  Infective 
Hepatitis  has  been  locally  notifiable  in  the  district  since  July 
1962,  and  35  cases  were  notified.  This  year  5 people  died  from 
pneumonia,  and  6 from  bronchitis  and  none  from  tuberculosis.  It 
is  gratifying  to  record  no  deaths  from  a disease  which  as  short 
a time  as  fifteen  years  ago  had  not  yet  been  vanquished. 
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It  remains  necessary,  however,  to  maintain  a watchful  eye 
particularly  in  relation  to  food  berne  infection  and  to  continue  to 
keep  a high  level  of  immunisation  in  the  community.  Personal  hygiene 
and  high  standards  in  the  storage  and  preparation  of  food,  are  the 
most  important  factors  in  controlling  the  former,  while  for  the 
latter  it  is  necessary  for  parents  not  to  neglect  to  have  their 
children  immunised  to  diphtheria, poliomyelitis,  whooping  cough,  tetanus 
and  smallpox,  not  forgetting  the  necessary  booster  immunisations. 
Tuberculosis  vaccination  follows  later  - in  the  early  teens.  It  is 
probable  that  next  year  vaccination  against  measles  will  be  available 
and  this  almost  universal  a.nd  often  unpleasant  disease  will  be 
eliminated,  thus  saving  much  distress  to  children  and  expense  to  the 
economy. 

Each  year  conditions  improve  a.nd  even  in  remote  rural  areas 
amenities  are  now  available.  Standards  of  health  are  high  and  the 
condition  of  our  children  from  infancy  co  school  leaving  is  probably 
the  highest  that  has  ever  been  achieved  in  our  history.  There  remain, 
however,  many  challenges  to  be  met  among  which  are  mental  illness, 
the  enigma  of  cancer,  rheumatic  diseases  with  its  allied  affection 
of  joints,  bones  and  muscles,  and  the  disturbing  trend  in  the  increase 
of  early  degenerative  disease  of  the  arteries.  By  controlling 
environmentally  caused  disease,  much  ill-health  is  prevented.  Some 
illnesses  can  also  nov/  be  delayed  or  even  prevented  by  individual 
care.  I list  these  latter  conditions  as  my  report,  while  seeking 
to  provide  a statistical  account  of  the  health  of  the  district  is 
also,  in  part,  a vehicle  for  health  education;  in  some  conditions 
by  modification  of  faulty  living  habits  and  by  exertion  of  certain 
disciplines,  ill  health  may  be  averted.  Cigarette  smoking  is  the 
most  relevant  in  this  context.  The  relationship  of  the  habit  and 
lung  cancer,  its  association  v.dth  chronic  bronchitis  and  coronary 
heart  disease,  has  now  been  universally  accepted.  The  facts  are 
known,  yet  the  habit  persists  and  probably  consumption  is  increa-sing. 
The  exhortations  of  health  educators  are  failing  a,nd  where  there  is 
no  immediacy  of  danger,  the  public  response  is  apathetic. 

The  majority  of  infectious  diseases  can  now  be  either  prevented 
by  immunisation  or  averted  by  hygiene,  early  diagnosis  and  treatment 
by  the  many  antibiotics  now  available.  However,  food  borne  infection 
causinr  inflammation  of  the  intestinal  tr'^ct  is  still  a common 
occurrence.  Regular  inspection  and  the  implementation  of  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations  must  be  aided  by  personal  action.  Carelessness 
in  food  handling  is  often  responsible  for  spread  of  infection.  The 
keystone  to  prevention  lies  with  individual  personal  hygiene, 
particularly  in  those  v;ho  handle  or  prepare  food,  in  adequate  cooking 
of  all  meat,  fish  and  poultry,  and  in  careful  storage  of  all  foods. 
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Though  people  are  living  longer  the  death  rate  among  middle- 
aged  males  remains  too  high.  This  is  due  to  deaths  from 
arterial  disease  resulting  in  coronary  thrombosis,  strokes  and 
from  cancer.  The  prevention  of  early  arterial  disease  is  a 
problem  v/hich  now  besets  all  civilised  communities.  It  is  a 
condition  of  multiple  causes  knovm  and  unknown,  some  of  \?hich 
are  heredita.rj’’.  Of  those  knovm  facts,  the  salient  one  is  that 
early  arterial  disease  is  not  so  evident  in  those  who  take 
regular  physical  exercise.  Increasing  transport,  highly  urbanised 
communities  and  sedentary  amusements  such  as  television,  all 
contribute  to  a failure  to  take  sufficient  exorcise.  In  addition 
food  is  abundant,  highly’’  refined  and  of  a high  calorie  content, 
and  many  people  have  developed  the  ha.bit  of  eating  in  excess  of 
their  needs.  Excessive  calorie  intake  without  the  compensatory 
effect  of  exercise  combine  to  cause  the  degenerative  condition 
which  taJees  its  toll  from  a valuable  section  of  society  who  are 
at  the  time  of  life  v;hen  their  experience  can  contribute  much 
to  the  community.  Young  people  should  be  encouraged  to  be 
active  in  all  forms  of  sport  and  physical  exercise,  to  eat  less 
sweets,  ice-creams  and  other  starchy  foods  and  this  habit  should 
continue  throughout  life,  modifying  the  exercise  to  be  approp- 
riate with  the  years . 

In  the  field  of  mental  health  there  appears,  in  spite  of  the 
benefits  of  the  Welfare  state,  to  be  little  evidence  that  mental 
or  psychiatric  illness  is  diminishing.  The  increase  in  delinquency, 
in  drug  ta.king,  crime,  divorce  and  cruelty  to  children  indicate 
that  the  community,  though  experiencing  increa.sing  material 
prosperity,  is  still  lacking  in  maturity  and  stability. 

The  present  generation  of  young  adults  now  manifest  a degree 
of  robust  physical  health  never  previously  seen,  and  the  majority 
are  leading  useful  and  energetic  lives.  However,  high  pay, 
increasing  leisure,  together  with  their  superabundant  energy 
can  cause  a few  to  seek  diversions  that  are  both  harmful  to 
themselves  ajid  anti-social  to  others. 
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I \7ish  to  express  my  thanks  to  Mr.  Turbitt,  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector  and  Mr.  Caley,  his  assistant,  for  their  most 
helpful  co-operation  during  the  year,  for  their  work  in  the 
compilation  of  this  Report  a^nd  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Council  for  their  help  -and  encouragement.  My  thanks  are  also  due 
to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  his  ready  co-operation 
in  the  supplying  of  information. 


I remadn,  your  obedient  servant, 


JOAN  M.  St.  V.  DAbKINS. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


Public  Health  Department, 

Rural  District  Council  Offices, 
Brackley  Lodge, 

Brackley, 

Northants. . 


September  1968, 
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SECTION  A 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  AREA  iiND  STATISTICS 
SmttlARY  OF  VIT/JL  STATISTICS  196? 


Aron  m ncros  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Population  

Number  of  separate  dv/ellings  occupied  in  196?. 
(This  figure  includes  dwellings  or  Crown  property 

not  shown  in  previous  Reports) 

Rateable  values  at  1st.  i!.pril,1967.  

Product  of  penny  rate  at  Ust  April, 1967.  ... 


58,132 

13,360 


4,35^ 
£311,291 
£ 1,295 


LIVE  BIRTHS 


Males 


Females 


Total 


Legitimate  114 
Illegitimate  6 


106 

6 


BIRTH  R/.TE  (per  1,000  population.  Area  comparability  factor  = 1,22) 


Northamptonshire 

18,0 


England  & Wales 
17.2 


ILLEGITDIATE  LIVE  BIRTHS  (per  cent  of  total  live  births) 

Northamptonshire 

7^ 


STILL  BIRTHS 

Males 

Legitimate  1 
Illegitim.ate  1 


Females 

2 


Total 

3 
1 

4 


STILI.  BIRTH  Pa-TE  (per  1,000  live  and  still  births) 


Brackley  R,D,C, 
17 


Northamptonshire 

15.0 


England  & Wales 

14.8 


7. 


DEATHS  (per  1,000  population.  Area  comparability  factor  = 1.15). 


Brackley  R.D.C, 

9.5 


Northamptonshire 

10 '.1 


Englrnd  & Wales 

11.2 


There  were  no  deaths  from  puerperal  sepsis  or  other  puerperal  causes. 
INEAMT  MORTALITY 


Males 

Legitimate 
Illegitimate  - 


INEy\NT  MORTALITY  RATE  (per  1,000  live  births). 


Brackley  R.D.C. 
22 


Northajnptonshire 
iS.OO 


Total 

5 

“T” 


England  & V/ales 


Legitimate  (per  1,000  legitimate  live  births). 


Brackley  R.D.C. 
22 


Northamptonshire 

”1^3 


Illegitimate  (per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births). 


Brackley  R.D.C. 
NIL 


Northamptonshire 

12.59 


NEONATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (deaths  under  four  weeks  per  1,000  live  births). 

Northajnptonshire  England  & V/ales 


Brackley  R.D.C. 
17.2 


ll.U 


12.5 


EARLY  NEONATAL  MORTALITY  RiiTE  (deaths  under  one  week  per  1,000  live 

births) . 


Northamptonshire 

8.97 


& Wales 

10.5' 


PERINATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  one  week 

combined  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths). 


Brackley  R.D.C, 

34' 


England  & Y/ales 
25.4 


CAUSES  OF  INFAJJT  DEATHS ; 


Males 

Cerebral  haemorrhage  and  prematurity,  — 

Intra  cranial  haemorrhage. 

Multiple  congenital  anomalies.  - 

Congenital  heart  disease. 

Haemolytic  disease  of  the  nevjborn. 


Females 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 


DEATHS 

PROM: 

Cancer  (all  ages) 

• • • 

• • • 

.,,  18  (Lung  Cancer  4) 

tl 

11 

Pneumonia  . . . 

• • • 

• • • 

...  5 

M 

II 

Bronchitis 

« • • 

• • • 

• • • 6 

11 

11 

Coronary  Thrombosis 

• • • 

• • » 

...  36 

n 

II 

Strokes  , . . 

• • • 

• • • 

...  14 

n 

II 

Car  Accidents 

• • • 

• • • 

...  4 

9. 


THE  REGISTERED  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  'mSS:- 


Causes  of  death. 

Males 

Females 

Totals 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respira.tory  ... 

• • • 

— 

— 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  

• • • 

- 

- 

- 

3. 

Syphilitic  diseases  

• • • 

- 

1 

1 

k. 

Diphtheria  

• • • 

- 

- 

- 

5. 

\7hooping  Cough  

• • • 

- 

- 

- 

6. 

Meningococcal  

• • • 

- 

- 

- 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

• • • 

- 

- 

- 

8. 

MgB/SXgs  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

• • • 

- 

- 

- 

9. 

other  infectious  and  parasitic  diseases 

- 

- 

- 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stonach  ... 

• • « 

2 

- 

2 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

• • 

4 

- 

4 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  brea,st  ,,, 

• • • 

- 

2 

2 

i 13. 

Ma-lignajit  neoplasm  uterus  ... 

• • • 

- 

- 

- 

1 14. 

Other  malignant  a.nd  lymphatic  neoplasm 

5 

4 

9 

: 15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  

• • • 

1 

- 

1 

i 16. 

^lO.l^G'tGS  •••  •••  ••• 

• • • 

- 

- 

- 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system 

9 

5 

14 

1 18. 

Coronary  diseases,  angina  ... 

• • • 

24 

12 

36 

: 19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

• • • 

- 

2 

2 

! 20. 

Other  heart  diseases  

• • • 

2 

4 

6 

i 21. 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

• # • 

- 

2 

2 

22. 

Influenza  

• • • 

- 

- 

— 

23. 

Pneumonia  

• • • 

2 

3 

5 

24. 

Bronchitis  ...  

• • • 

5 

1 

6 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory 

system 

1 

- 

1 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodeniua 

• • « 

- 

- 

— 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  aaid  diarrhoea 

• « 

- 

1 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

• • • 

- 

— 

— 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

• • • 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

• • • 

- 

— 

•• 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

« • • 

- 

2 

2 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

2 

8 

10 

33. 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents  ... 

• • • 

3 

1 

4 

34. 

All  other  accidents  

• • • 

- 

2 

2 

35. 

3u.xcxdG  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

• « • 

- 

- 

- 

36. 

Homicidal  and  operations  of  Y/ar 

• • • 

TOTALS 

« 

» 

60 

50 

110 
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In  a review  of  the  causes  of  death  the  primary  concern  is  to 
assess  which  could  have  been  prevented.  In  the  main,  people  are 
living  longer  and  the  majority  of  deaths  are  those  which  occur  in 
the  older  age  groups,  and  are  primarily  caused  by  degenerative 
disease  of  the  arteries  and  the  cancers,  still  the  inevitable 
concomitants  of  the  ageing  process.  However,  coronary  thrombosis, 
strokes  and  cancer  of  the  lung  core  ixjor  caxisee  of  death  in  the 
middle  aged  male  taking  an  incre casing  toll  from  men  in  their  prime 
and  at  a time  v/hen  they  are  maiking  a major  contribution  to  society. 
These  are  unnecessary  deaths,  and  must  be  a serious  cause  of  concern. 
Apart  from  a few  who  inherit  a tendency  to  early  arterial  disease 
the  condition  results  mainly  from  sedentary  life.  Certain  groups 
are  not  affected,  and  these  are  men  v/ho  take  regular  exercise. 
Farmers,  postmen,  gardeners  and  bus  conductors  arc  known  to  have  a 
lower  incidence  of  coronary  disease  than  commercial  travellers, 
business  executives  and  bus  drivers.  The  message  is  clear  but  few 
heed  it.  Regular  exercise,  throughout  life  should  be  the  universal 
practice,  and  all  members  of  society  from  childhood  to  old  age 
should  remember  this  precept,  ’’A'ith  the  mechcanisation  of  industry 
and  increasing  motor  transport,  the  need  for  physical  activity  is 
ever  diminishing.  It  is  therefore  increasingly  necessary  thc,t 
leisure  instead  of  being  sedentary  should  involve  the  ta-king  of  some 
form  of  pleasurable  exorcise. 

The  mass  production  of  highly  refined  food,  its  year  round 
availability,  and  the  means  to  purchase  has  enormously  increased 
food  consumption.  This  combined  with  lack  of  exercise,  resulting 
in  an  excess  of  calorie  intake  over  energy  output  is  the  probable 
major  factor  in  cause  of  early  arterial  disease,  the  stress  of 
modern  life  adding  perhaps  a further  cause.  Obesity  needs  now  to 
be  regarded  as  a major  hazard  to  health  particularly  in  males  v/ho 
are  more  prone  than  females  to  arterial  disease.  Females  arc 
however  affected  equally  \’ri.th  men  after  the  menopause. 

Netionally  this  year  again  the  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  of 
the  lung  has  increased;  statistics  also  shov/  an  increase  in  a 
lower  age  group.  Males  still  predominate  but  females  are  catching 
up  due  to  the  increase  in  the  number  of  female  cigarette  smokers. 

In  1929,  2,751  died  from  cancer  of  the  lung,  in  1939,  6,214;  in 
1963,  24,434;  in  I965,  26,399;  in  1966,  27,013  and  in  1967, 

28,250;  23,946  males  and  4,304  females.  The  relationship  bet?;een 
heavy  cigarette  smoking  and  cancer  of  the  lung  has  been  fix’mly 
established.  Yet  each  year  thousc.nds  of  yovmg  people  start  to 
smoke  and  many  others  continue  to  indulge  in  heavy  cigarette 
smoking.  Health  education  in  this  field  appears  to  have  failed 
and  the  public  response  to  a habit  virhich  is  pleasurable  and  v;hcre 
there  is  no  immediacy  of  danger  is  apathetic. 
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Road  accidents  in  Great  Britain  since  the  beginning  of  the 
century  have  caused  300,000  deaths.  In  1966,  7,985  died  on  the 
roads  compared  with  7,952  in  1965  and  in  1967,  7,319  died. 

Analysis  by  age  has  shown  the  15-25  year  group  to  be  most  at  risk 

due  to  temperamental  failures  of  individuals.  The  necessity  of 
proper  maintenance  of  the  vehiole,  habitual  use  of  safety  devices 
such  as  belts  in  cars  or  helmets  on  motorcycles,  and  driving  with 

due  consideration  for  the  safety  of  other  road  users  is  stressed. 

Since  the  introduction  of  the  breathalyser  there  would  appear  to  be, 
so  far,  a decrease  of  8^  of  deaths. 

Confirmed  figures  regarding  accidents  in  the  home  for  1967  have 
not  yet  been  published  but  provisional  figures  indicate  a general 
worsening  of  the  situation.  Falls  constitute  by  far  the  most 
frequent  cause  of  accidental  death  in  and  around  the  house,  about 
59  per  cent  of  the  total.  Nearly  90  per  cent  of  these  fatalities 
were  to  people  in  the  age  group  65  and  over.  The  next  most 
common  cause  was  poisoning  followed  by  bums  and  scalds,  and 
finally  suffocation  and  choking.  Attention  to  details  such  as  fire 
guards,  fire  resistant  materials  for  children's  nightdresses,  simple 
stmctural  alterations  in  houses  for  elderly  people  and  provision 
of  physical  aids,  keeping  medicines  under  lock  and  key,  are 
required  to  prevent  these  deaths. 

The  respiratory  infections  still  take  their  toll,  though  less 
than  formerly.  The  great  majority  of  deaths  from  pneumonia  are 
in  those  whose  health  is  underminodby  other  causes  and  is  as  such 
only  a terminal  event.  There  were  5 deaths  from  pneumonia;  6 from 
bronchitis  and  1 from  other  respiratory  diseases. 
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SECT  TONE 


&EKEML  PROVISIONS  OF  HE/iLTH  SERVICES. 


1.  LABORATORY  EACILITIES. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Oxford,  examine  all 
swabs  submitted  by  General  Practitioners  in  the  area  and  have 
also  undertalcen  the  examination  of  milk,  ice  cream,  water 
samples  and  other  specimens  submitted  from  this  district. 

This  most  useful  and  efficient  service  is  under  the  control 
of  Dr.  I'.H.H.  Jebb  whom  I thank  for  his  ready  co-operation 
at  all  times, 

2.  HOSPIT/JL  SERVICES. 

Horton  General  Hospital,  Bajnbury, 

Slade  Isolation  Hospital,  Oxford,  (infectious  cases). 

Cottage  Hospital,  Brackley. 

3.  COUI^Y  COUNCIL  SERVICES. 

(a)  Ambula,nces , 

The  County  Council  provide  ambulances  for  the  removal  to 
hospital  of  all  general,  medical,  surgical  and  infectious 
cases.  There  is  aji  cambulajice  station  in  Brackley, 

(b)  Child  Welfare  Centres  a-nd  Clinics, 

Infant  1/elfare  Centres  are  held  a,t  Brackley,  Middleton 
Cheney,  Kings  Sutton  ajid  Helmdon,  Transport  facilities  are 
provided  by  the  County  Council  in  various  parts  of  the 
district  for  mothers  and  children  to  a.ttend  clinics  at  a 
nearby  centre. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home,  Midwives  and  Health  Visitor  Service. 
The  district  is  well  covered,  and  all  villages  have  the 

services  of  both  District  Nurse  and  Health  Visitor, 

( d)  The  Home  Help  Service. 

This  service  is  in  operation  in  severa.1  parishes  of  the 
district.  It  is  a very  necessary  service  and  affords  consid- 
erable benefit  to  the  community,  both  to  domicilary  and 
maternity  cases,  and  especially  in  the  care  of  old  people  who 
can  remain  comfortably  at  home,  and  whc  without  this  help, 
would  be  in  institutions. 

( e)  Care  and  After  Care  Service. 

The  County  Council  provide  a number  of  facilities  in  respect 
of  the  crippled,  aged  persons,  diabetics  and  the  mentally  ill. 
They  are  also  responsible  for  the  preventive  sei*vices  for 
tuberculosis, 


WELPi^E  OF  THE  A&ED 


National  Assistance  Act  1948  and  National  Assistance  (./uiiendment ' 


No  action  was  necessary  under  section  47  during  the  past  year. 
The  follov/ing  provide  services  for  old  people. 


Services,  including  the  Almoner 


The  Home  Help  Service  is  of  inest- 
pre  vent  ion  of  hrea-kdown  in  the  aged, 
and  many  are  able  to  remain  in  their  o\m  homes  v/ho 
would  othor\7isc  have  to  be  removed  to  institutions, 
Severa^l  old  people  were  kept  under  observation  during 
the  year, 

(b)  The  Welfare  Department 

(i)  Part  III  a.ccommodation  and  homes 
(ii)  Special  Services  for  the  Blind,  etc,,  and  home  fittings 
where  necessary, 

3.  The  National  Assistance  Board 
Financia.l  help  -where  necessary. 

4.  The  District  Council 

Homes  for  the  aged,  flats,  and  in  some  cases  flablets  v/ith 
Vi/arden  supervision, 

5 . Voluntary  Organisations 

These  are  many  and  services  vary  in  different  areas.  They  include 
holiday  schemes  in  which  old  people  are  ta.ken  on  seafiide  holidays 
in  off-season  times;  the  Darby  and  Joan  Clubs;  ‘‘meals  on  V/heels” 
Service;  the  Home  Visiting,  The  Vfomen's  Volunta.ry  Service  very 
often  undertaJees  m^^ny  of  the  above  duties,  while  in  other  areas 
local  voluntary  comi'aittees  run  the  various  organisations.  The 
Rural  Comm.unities'  Council,  together  v/ith  the  Old  People's 
Welfare  Committee,  provide  co-operation  betv/een  the  va.rious 
services. 
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1,  National  Hea.lth  Service 

(a)  General  Practitioner. 

(b)  Hospital  and  Specialist 
Service. 

2,  The  County  Council 

(a)  The  Health  Department 
(i)  District  Nurses 
(ii)  Health  Visitors 
(iii)  Home  Help  Service. 

imable  value  in  the 


Your  f.'edicr.l  Officer  of  Health,  having  a special  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  the  aged,  and  by  virtue  of  her  appointment  both  to  the 
District  and  the  County  Council,  '^nd  by  her  relationship  with  other 
medical  colleagues,  endeavours  to  fulfil  the  function  of  co-opera- 
tion and  co-ordination  betv/een  these  many  a,gencies.  Ma.ny  cases  of 
breaJcdown  can  be  prevented  by  early  application  of  these  services. 

Voluntary  organisations  have  also  requested  your  Medical  Officer 
to  give  lectures  and  talks,  and  each  invitation  received  is 
accepted  and  fulfilled. 


The  following  clubs  have  kindly  provided  these  reports  of  the 
activities  of  their  clubs  and  I am  most  grateful  to  them.  The 
volunta.ry  organisers  who  give  so  freely  of  their  time  to  this 
worthwhile  activity  are  fulfilling  an  important  and  necessary 
function  and  are  gratefully  th.anked  for  their  services, 

THE  GOOD  COtiPMIOMS  CLUB,  AYNHO.  Secretary,  Mrs.  S.A.  Stevens, 
who  has  supplied  this  report. 

Our  club  has  a membership  of  30,  this  includes  a,  sma.ll  number 
of  helpers.  On  an  average  6 of  our  members  go  each  year  to  Clacton 

The  club  meets  once  a fortnight  and  during  these  afternoons 
they  play  cards,  etc.,  have  occasional  entertainment  and  tea  is 
provided. 

Over  the  past  twelve  months  we  have  had  four  da^y  outings, a 
trip  to  Oxford  Pantomime,  a successful  Jumble  Sa,le  v/hich  provided 
an  excellent  Christmas  Party,  also  a kind  invitation  to  dinner 
and  enterta.inment  at  the  local  Great  Western  Arms, 

BODDINGTON  OVER  60  PRIEI'TDLY  CLUB.  Chairman  and  Correspondent, 

Mr.  E,  Mason j Treasurer,  Mrs.  Mabel  Davis,  Report  supplied  by 
Mr,  F,  Mason, 

This  club  v/as  founded  in  1961  and  its  membership  is  30  in 
1968,  Weelely  meetings  a,re  held  on  Wednesday  a.fternoons  at  2, 30p.m. 
The  v/eekly  subscription  is  . Members  contribute  3d.  towards 
a raffle  and  also  pay  J)dL,  for  tea  and  biscuits. 

Club  outings  average  six  a year  including  a visit  to  a theatre 
followed  by  a Christmas  Dinner. 

During  the  last  year  or  two  vie  have  visited  Bournemouth, 
Brighton,  Minehead,  the  Pennines  with  calls  in  Matlock  and  Buxton. 
Other  places  included  the  Cotswolds,  the  Malvern  area,  the  Spalding 
Bulb  Fields  and  MA.les. 

The  Members  arrange  Jumble  Sales,  Bingo  sessions,  plus  a draw 
at  Christmas  under  the  Small  Lottery  Act. 

We  also  run  the  Health  Department  Chiropody  Scheme. 
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CHACOMBE  OLD  PEOPLES  CLUB.  The  Secretary,  Mrs.  E,  Bricknell,  supplied 
the  report. 

We  have  45  members  v^ho  are  provided  \>'ith  ca  Chiropody  Service  also 
tea,  Bovril,  Ovaltine  and  Horlicks  at  reduced  prices. 

As  we  have  no  Village  Hall  our  a.ctivities  are  limited.  We  hold  a 
monthly  afternoon  meeting  in  members’  houses  when  we  play  Bingo,  etc, 
and  an  evening  kBist  Drive  ea.ch  month  in  the  village  schoolroom. 

Prizes  ^nd  refreshments  are  provided  by  the  Committee. 

In  July  we  arranged  an  outing  to  Windsor  and  high  tea  was  provided 
before  returning  home.  At  Christmas  we  had  a small  party  and  each 
member  was  given  a large  parcel  of  groceries. 

We  raise  funds  for  these  events  \vith  sales  a.nd  a monthly  draw, 

HELMDON  OLD  PEOPLES  hELEARE  ASSOCIAxTION.  Chairman,  Mr.  H.  Gulliver j 
Treasurer,  Miss  Nicholls;  Secretary,  Mrs.  H.  Seckington.  Mr.  Gulliver 
has  supplied  this  report. 

This  association  is  a well  ostablished  organisation  and  has  been 
functioning  for  many  years. 

Members  a,re  invited  to  pcay  an  annual  subscription  of  l/-  which 
entitles  them  to  full  benefits,  a,lthough  the  Committee  have  the  welfare 
of  all  elderly  people  in  the  village  as  thoir  concern. 

Each  member  of  the  Committee  has  a section  of  the  village  as  their 
responsibility  a.nd  ca^rry  out  regula.r  visitation  of  the  elderly  in  their 
homes,  to  be  of  whatever  help  and  service  they  can. 

A chiropody  and  chimney  sweeping  service  is  provided  and  coa.l  is 
distributed  a.t  Christmas.  During  the  winter  months  a monthly  social 
gathering  has  been  a.rranged  and  through  the  summer,  evening  a,nd  half 
day  trips  are  organised.  Various  commodities  are  supplied  at  reduced 
ra-tes  to  members  of  the  Associa.tion. 

The  financial  requirements  are  met  by  vanious  social  efforts, 
carol  singing  etc.  which  are  well  supported  by  the  village. 

MIDDLETON  CHEW  OLD  POLKS  WFARE  COMITTEE.  President , Mrs . A.  Green j 
Treasurer,  Hr, A.  Bainj  Secretary,  Mrs.  I’.  Bain,  who  has  supplied  this 
report . 

The  Old  Folks  Club  has  a membership  of  150.  We  meet  on  the  first 
Wednesda.y  of  each  month  and  the  a.verage  attendance  is  80.  Tea  is 
served  and  concessiona,ry  foods  sold  to  all  members. 

In  June  an  outing  vras  arranged  to  Cheltenhajn  where  a hot  lunch  v/as 
served,  follov/ed  by  a.  tour  round  the  Cots-vrald  villages.  145  members 
took  advanta.ge  of  this  outing,  costing  2/6d.  ea.ch. 
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In  October  Vi^e  hnd  our  Hnrvcst  Exhibition  and  Sale,  Entries  from 
members  T,;ere  of  a very  high  standard  particularly  from  those  over  70. 
Prizes  were  presented  by  Mrs,  Pettifer,  the  \.dfe  of  the  County 
Councillor  for  our  area.  The  goods  v/ere  then  sold  to  raise  money 
to  finance  the  outing  and  Christmas  Party, 

In  January  the  Christmas  Party  was  held,  members  sat  down  to  a 
meat  tea  ?;ith  trifle  a^nd  mince  pies  to  follov;.  During  the  evening 
v/e  were  entertained  by  the  Cherwell  Valley  Players  and  Middleton 
Cheney  v7omen's  Institute.  All  the  old  folk  in  the  village  not  able 
to  attend  received  a parcel  of  food. 

We  a.lso  have  a chiropodist  now  able  to  attend  the  old  folks. 


SYRESH/J^  FRIENDSHIP  CLUB.  President,  Mrs.  ^T.M.  Cunningham; 

Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.P.J.  Bradbury;  Hon.  Treasurer,  Mr.P.J, 

Westcott,  W'ho  has  supplied  this  report. 

This  club  v/as  formed  in  November  19^5  and  has  a membership  of 

60, 

Meetings  r,re  held  fortnightly  in  the  village  hall,  v/here  gajnes 
are  arranged,  tea  .and  ca.kes  are  provided  free  by  the  Ladies 
Committee,  together  with  a rota  ajnongst  the  village  for  cakes, etc,. 
During  the  summer  months  bus  tours,  canal  and  river  trips, 
visits  to  theatres  and  pictures  are  arranged.  A week's  holiday 
at  the  seaside  is  arranged  with  the  County  Authorities  for  those 
who  T-;ish  to  participate. 

We  obtadn  and  sell  at  reduced  ra.tos  tea,  Oxo  and  Ovaltine, 
Advice  is  given  to  members  rega.rding  v/elfare,  insurance,  etc.. 

We  a.lso  arrange  a.  can  pick  up  for  the  handicapped, 

I would  state  that  all  members  greatly  apprecia.te  the  club 
and  all  that  can  a.ttend  meetings  and  outings  do  so. 
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SANKaRY  circtostances 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Most  parishes  are  adequately  sewered  and  provided  with  modern  sev/age 
disposal  works,  i/ork  on  the  proposed  joint  scheme  for  Kings  Sutton, 
Charlton  and  Aynho  started  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  This  will 
serve  a joint  population  of  some  2,500  persons  and  the  estimated  cost 
is  £222,200, 

A scheme  for  Marston  St,  Lawrence  was  submitted  in  outline  to  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  in  October  1965  but  they  are 
continuing  to  withhold  their  approval  to  allo;Y  the  scheme  to  proceed. 

It  has  now  been  suggested  that  when  the  Greatworth  Stage  II,  scheme 
is  submitted  to  the  Ministry  tha.t  their  authority  is  sought  to  proceed 
with  the  two  schemes  as  a joint  contract.  The  local  investigation 
into  the  proposed  scheme  for  Upper  Middleton  Cheney  was  held  in  July 
this  year  and  following  this  the  Ministry  required  certain  minor 
modifications  to  be  made  to  the  scheme  which  have  been  incorporated 
in  the  detailed  design.  Formal  approval  for  the  scheme  to  proceed 
has  now  been  given  by  the  Ministry, 

A scheme  to  enlarge  the  existing  vYorks  at  Croughton  was  submitted 
to  the  Ministry  in  July  this  year  and  the  result  of  a local  investigation 
made  by  the  Ministry's  Inspector  is  awaited. 

Although  outline  survey  work  has  been  carried  out  for  Hinton-in-the- 
Hedges  and  Rads tone  there  is  no  further  progress  to  report  at  present. 

The  scheme  for  Thenford  is  still  in  abeyance. 

Water  Supply  - Regiona.1  Scheme 

This  is  controlled  and  supplied  by  the  Bucks  Water  Board,  The 
source  of  the  supply  is  the  River  Great  Ouse  at  Buckingham.  Trea.tment 
consists  of  storage,  sedimentation,  super-chlorination,  rapid  sand 
filtration  and  accelator-chloramination.  The  water  is  non-plumbo- 
solvent  and  Fluoride  was  not  added  to  the  v/ater  in  196?.  Ike  natural 
fluoride  content  of  the  water  is  about  0,2  parts  per  million. 

The  quality  end  quantity  of  the  v^ater  as  supplied  to  this  district 
was  found  to  be  satisfactory  generally.  The  cause  of  the  failure  of 
the  samples  taken  at  Thorpe  Ilandeville  showing  numbers  of  colifonn 
organisms  could  not  definitely  be  established.  Both  the  Vfeter  Board 
and  the  Health  Department  took  many  extra  samples  until  the  infection 
eventually  disappeared.  The  system  was  thoroughly  examined  physically 
by  the  Board  ;7ithout  any  defects  being  found;  the  village  mains  were 
flushed  ajid  additiona.1  chlorine  added  to  the  local  reservoir.  This 
contamination  like  others  discovered  during  sampling  a.t  Greatwoirth 
and  Helmdon  was  of  a local  a.nd  transient  nature, 
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BACTERIOLO&ICAL  SAl'IPLES  OF  MAINS  V.ATER  TAKEN  BY  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 


INSPECTORS  WITH  RESULTS  OF  EXiUllNATION. 


Parish  or  Village 


Number  taken 


Aston-le-Tfells  2 
Aynho  3 
Boddington  A 
Chacombe  3 
Chipping  Vferden  2 
Croughton  3 
Culworth  3 
Edgcote 

Evenley  11 
Eydon  3 
Farthinghoe  3 
Greatworth  11 
Helmdon  6 
Hinton-in-the-Hedges  1 
Kings  Sutton  5 
Marston  St.  Lawrence  3 
Middleton  Cheney  8 
Moreton  Pinkney  3 
Newbottle  5 
Radstone  3 
Sulgrave  3 
Sy re sham  6 
Thenford  2 
Thorpe  kandeville  29 
Yvarkworth  2 
Y/hitfield  3 


Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 


2 

3 

A 

3 

2 

3 

3 


11 

3 

3 

10 

5 

1 

5 
3 
8 
3 
3 
3 
3 

6 
2 

25 

2 

3 


1 

1 


A 


121 


6 
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miBER  OF  DWELLINGS  SUPPLIED  VOTH  MINS  WATER  AS  AT  31.12,67 


Aston-le-lYalls 
Aynho  ...  ... 

Boddington 
Chacombe  ...  ... 

Chipping  Warden 
Croughton  ...  ... 

Culworth  ...  ... 

Edgcote  ...  ... 

Evenley  ...  ... 

Eydon  ...  ... 

Farthinghoe 
Great  worth 
Helmdon  ...  . . , 

Hinton-in-the-Hedges 
Kings  Sutton 
Ivlarston  St.  Lawrence 
Middleton  Cheney  . . . 
Moreton  Pinkney 
Newbottle  ...  . . . 

Radstone  ...  ... 

Sulgrave  ...  ... 

Syreshom  ...  . . . 

Thenf ord  ...  . . . 

Thorpe  Mandeville 
Warkworth  ...  ... 

Whitfield  ...  . . . 


55 

206 

153 

125 

169 

163 

lUiy 

NIL 

133 

131 

105 

152 

225 

30 

515 

69 

877 

98 

143 

15 

128 

169 

19 

42 

5 

46 


Total 


• • • 


• • • 


3,917 


COPY  OF  RESULT  OF  CHEMIC/X  LMLYSIS  OF  SiJ'IPLS  OF  MIMS  m'?m 


BOSTOCK  HILL  & RIGBY, 

Public  Anp.lysts*  Laboratories, 

37,  Birchfield  Road, 

Birmingham  19 « 

Water  Analysis  Results  Expressed  in  Pa.rts  per  1,000,000. 


Received  on:  3rd  October  1967. 

From:  Brackley  R.D.C . 

Description:  Ma.ins  v/ater  from  Skaigh  House,  Evenley.  3.10.67. 


Appearance  

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  ... 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  ... 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  ... 

Nitrate  Nitrogen  ...  ... 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  at 
Total  Solids  dried  at  100°C, 

Nitrite  Nitrogen  

pH  ...  ...  ...  .. 

Free  Chlorine  

Radioactivity  

Electrical  Conductivity  at  20°C. 


27°C.in 


Bright, few  sma.ll  particles, 
0.061 
0.16 
40.5 
0.4 
4hrs  1.2 
380 
0 

6.95 
0.12 

534  microhms. 


The  above  results  show  that  this  water  is  organically  of  fair 
quality,  and  in  the  presence  of  a small  quantity  of  free  chlorine 
we  consider  it  to  be  suitable  for  use  for  drinking  purposes. 


( signed) 

BOSTOCN  HILL  & RIGBY. 
Public  ijialysts. 
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Private  Water  Supplies 


By  request,  11  srjnples  of  private  virter  supplies  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination.  In  tv/o  cases  only  v;as  the  result 
satisfactory,  '.'liere  practicable  the  ovmers  concerned  v/ith  the 
unsatisfactory  Scamples  are  induced  to  take  the  mains  supply. 


Caravans  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act  I960. 


Although  much  has  been  said  recently  in  the  national  press  and 
on  the  air  concerning  problems  presented  by  gypsies  and  other 
tr^'vellers  in  areas  up  and  down  the  country,  they  have  co.used  very 
little  trouble  in  this  district  during  the  year. 

There  are  27  caravans  permanently  stationed  on  l6  sites  each 
of  which  is  satisfactorily  maintained  and  complies  with  the 
requirements  of  this  Act.  During  196?  the  Health  Inspectors 
made  29  visits  to  these  caravans. 


At  Chacombe  a caravan  v/as  stationed  without  previous  applica.tion 
for  a licence,  although  the  individual  concerned  had  received  a 
warning  to  apply  ai’ter  the  caravan  was  first  observed.  Legal 
proceedings  under  the  Act  v/ere  taken,  but  on  the  morning  of  the 
hearing  the  caravan  v/as  discovered  to  ha.ve  been  moved  away.  The 
Justice  made  a gener^'l  adjournment  with  the  proviso  that  should 
the  caravan  return  to  the  site  the  case  could  be  resumed  without 
the  issue  of  a new  summons.  This  v/as  not  a very  satisfactory 
conclusion  as  the  site  has  novr  deteriorated  into  an  unsightly  condition. 
The  matter  has  been  referred  to  the  County  Council  as  planning 
authority  for  such  action  as  they  consider  necessary. 

Schools . 

The  school  at  Thorpe  Mandoville  was  closed  permanently  during 
the  year.  The  other  19  schools  are  visited  by  the  Health  Inspectors 
mainly  for  sampling  milk  and  water  and  for  inspections  of  school 
C'^nteens . 


Each  school  is  equipped  with  modern  amenities  and  appears  well 
maintained. 


Smoke  Abatement. 


The  few  factory  premises  existing  in  this  district  gave  no  trouble 
in  the  emission  of  smoke  or  a.sh  as  to  ca.use  a nuisance. 
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Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

As  mentioned  on  previous  occasions  there  a.re  unfortunately  no  such 
facilities  provided  within  this  area.  The  public  swimming  pools  in  the 
neighbouring  towns  of  Banbury  and  Brackley  are  no  doubt  supplying  the 
needs  of  those  persons  from  this  district  vdio  desire  to  sv/im  or  loam 
to  do  so  in  safety. 

Verminous  Premises. 


Only  one  case  of  house  fleas,  viras  dealt  with  in  promises  o^vned 
by  the  Council. 

Public  Cleansing. 

The  collection  of  house  refuse  is  made  at  approximately  weekly 
intervals  and  is  disposed  of  by  tipping  at  Greatworth  and  I'creton 
Pinkney.  This  service  is  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Engineer  and  Surveyor  and  has  worked  smoothly  and  efficiently  through- 
out the  3^ear.  At  each  tip  infestation  by  flies  and  rodents  was  kept 
under  reasonable  control. 

F ■ ct cries  Acts. 


The  following  table  on  page  21+  gives  the  factories  at  present  in 
the  district  with  the  number  of  visits  made  to  them  and  any  contra- 
ventions which  were  discovered  at  that  tine. 

Outworkers. 


Vi^e  have  no  factories  in  this  district  employing  outworkers.  The 
Borough  of  Banbury  has  notified  3 outv/orkers  as  working  in  their 
homes  in  this  area  for  factories  in  Banbury.  The  homes  of  each 
of  those  was  found  clean  and  sa.tisfactory  v/hen  visited  by  the  Health 
Inspectors, 
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FACTORIES  ACT  I96I 


Part  1 of  the  Act, 


1.  Inspections  for  the  purpose  of  provision  as  to  health 
inspections  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector). 


Premises 


Number  on 
Reeiister 


Inspections 


Written 

Notices 


(i)  Factories  in  \Yhich 

Sections  1,2,3,4,&  1 

6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities, 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 

in  (i)  in  which  section  2I  25 

7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority, 

(iii) Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  - 

by  the  Local  Authority 

( excluding  outworkers 
premises , 


(including) 


Occupier 

Prosecuted 


TOTAI. 
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Factories  Act  I96I.  (continued). 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


NUU/IBER  OF  CASES  IN  7/HICH  DEFECTS  Vi^ERE  FOUND 


Particulars 


Found 


Remedied  Referred  Number  of 

To  H.M.  By  H.M.  cases  of 
Inspector,  Inspector,  which  pro- 
secutions 
were 

instituted. 


Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l,^ 
Overcrowding  (S.2.) 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3.) 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S.4.) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6.) 
Srjiitary  Conveniences 

(aj  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes. 


3 


Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 
rela.ting  to  Outwork.). 


3 


TOTAL 


3 


3 


SUMMARY  OF  HEALTH  PTSPECTORS  VISITS  TO  PREMISES  196? 


Inspections  - Housing  Act  

Notices  Served  

Inspections  - Public  Health  Act 

Notices  Served  

No.  of  Public  Health  Notices  Complied 

No,  of  complaints  received  

Factory  Inspections  *.'* 

Factory  Notices  Served  

Factory  Notices  Complied  With 

Building  Inspections  

Interviews  with  Owners,  Builders  etc. 
Offices  and  Shops  Act  


• • 

vath 


Improvement  Grants  Enquires  and  Inspections 


426 

10 

229 

9 

13 

193 

26 

3 

3 

15 

85 

166 

12 


Visits  to;- 


Butchers  Shops 
Bakehouses  ... 

Fishmongers 
Dairies  and  Milkshops 
Public  Houses  ,,, 

Provision  Shops 
Greengrocers 
Ice  Cream  Places 
Cafes  and  Caterers 
Itinerant  Food  Vendors 
Schools  and  School  Canteens 
Petroleum  Stores 
Miscellaneous  ... 

Caravans 
Animal  Boarding  Establishments 
Factory  Canteens 
Food  Notices  Served 
Food  Notices  Complied  With 


• • 

« • 


124 

16 

2 

36 

79 

265 

6 

91 

52 

5 

72 

32 

3 

29 

14 

3 

13 

12 
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smfflARY  OF  complaim:s  received  1967 


Drainage,  sewerage  and  sanitation  

Insanitary  accumulations  and  disposal  of  refuse 

Insanitary  Conditions  

Insect  Pests  

Nuisance  from  keeping  animals 
General  housing  defects  ... 

Water  supply  

Rats  and  Mice  

Food  and  Milk  

Miscellaneous  


40 

8 

4 

6 

4 

30 

7 

79 

4 

11 


STATEMENT  OF  HOUSING  REPAIRS  OR  IIViPROVEMENTS  DEALT  WITH  DURING  1967 


Completely  reconditioned  as  a result  of  statutory 

action  by  the  Council  9 

Improvements  to  private  houses  principally 

installation  of  bathrooms  and  YiT. C.s,  and  connections 

of  drains  to  sewers  56 


CTISANCES  ABATED  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC  HEAXTH  ACT  1936. 


Accumulation  of  refuse  removed  8 

Nuise,nces  from  keeping  animals  abated  4 

Drainage  and  sewerage  defects  remedied  40 


OFFICES.  SHOPS  AITO  RiJLWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963. 

All  registered  premises  have  been  visited  by  the  Health  Inspectors, 
The  number  on  register  is  40  employing  129  persons,  63  males  and 
66  females.  Generally  the  premises  were  considered  to  be  reasonably 
satisfactory  and  complying  with  the  requirements  of  the  Act.  No 
complaints  v/ere  received  from  employees  regarding  working  conditions 
and  none  was  found  upon  inspection  during  the  year.  No  accident 
was  notified  by  any  employer. 
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S E CTIO  N D 


HOUSING. 


THE  PROVISION  OF  NW  HOUSES 
Council  Houses 

The  number  of  new  dwellings  built  by  the  Council  this  year  v/as  25, 
providing  1Z4.  units  at  Chipping  ‘''arden  and  11  at  Middleton  Cheney. 

In  addition  the  Council  completed  the  reconditioning  of  a block 
of  sub-standard  stone  cottages  at  Evenley  to  provide  2 dwellings  in 
keeping  with  the  character  of  similar  cotta-ges  a,round  Ivenley 
Villa.ge  Green. 

Approximately  7 acres  of  land  was  purchased  near  the  centre  of 
Middleton  Chmey  and  a scheme  is  being  prepared  which  virill  provide 
for  approximately  80  units  of  accommodation  on  this  site. 

The  Council  also  commenced  negotiations  vath  private  developers 
to  purcha,se  the  remaining  6 bung'^lows  on  an  estate  of  12  bungalo7;s 
at  Croughton;  six  of  these  were  purchased  by  the  Council  in  1966. 

The  Council  acquired  Astrop  Grange,  a large  country  house _ in 
Kings  Sutton  and.  it  is  proposed  to  convert  this  into  some  20  units 
of  accommodation  for  old  people. 

Modernisa.tion  of  Council  Houses. 

The  improvement  of  pre-war  Council  houses  continues,  and  from 
the  total  of  346  dwellings  which  lacked  internaJ  Yi/.C.s,  and  a 
supply  of  hot  v/ater  only  58  remain  to  be  improved. 

Private  Enterprise  Houses. 

The  number  of  dwellings  built  by  private  enterprise  during  the 
year  was  128;  this  is  33  fewer  than  in  1966. 

SLUM  CLE/JUiNCE  D'iPRO'^/li'.ENT  OF  DV^LLINGS 

As  will  be  seen  by  the  table  on  page  29  the  rate  of  slum 
clearance  is  now  fairly  constant. 
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Tov/ards  the  end  of  the  year  a start  v/as  made  on  a further  survey 
of  the  District  with  a view  to  implementing  the  provisions  of  the 
Housing  Act  1964.  This  Act  seeks  to  require  the  improvement  of 
houses  up  to  the  Standard  Grant  level  in  designated  areas.  As  the 
survey  proceeds  no  doubt  homes  will  be  found  v/hich  ha.ve  deteriorated 
since  the  first  slum  clearance  survey  in  1954  and  v/hich  could  now 
be  classed  as  "unfit  for  habitation".  Hov/ever,  in  this  District 
most  of  these  houses,  if  they  are  in  stone,  possess  a 'character’  which 
cannot  easily  be  replaced  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  tha.t  they  are 
becoming  more  and  more  sought  after  and  reconditioned.  It  is  to  be 
regretted  tha.t  tho  financial  support  from  central  government  for  the 
purchase  by  the  Council  and  consequenb  reoondi tioning  of  these 
properties  compares  unfavourably,  in  some  instances,  v;ith  the 
subsidy  received  for  a new  Council  House. 


Many  of  these  houses  being  small  and  often  conveniently  near  the 
centre  of  a village  could  provide  homes  for  our  ageing  population. 


SLUl-'i  CLEi^.RAHCE 


Numb e r of  dwellings 

a.  Demolished 

b.  Closed 

c.  Made  fit  for 
habitation  foll- 
owing formal 
action  under  the 
Housing  Acts. 


1962  1963  1964  1965  1966  1967 

669866 
873424 
5 9 13  8 8 9 


Other  Changes  in  the  stock  of  Private  Divellings 

The  following  causes  resulted  in  a decrease  in  the  stock  of  private 
dwellings  by  7. 


No,  of 


units. 


Changed  to  agricultural  use.  1 

Becoming  derelict  and  demolished.  1 

Demolished  to  make  way  for  other  development.  3 

Nett  loss  resulting  from  the  conversion  of 
dwellings.  2 


7 


IliPROVFimr!'  GRiJJTS 

During  the  yea.r  applicafcions  for  Improvement  Grants  were  approved 
for  the  improvement  of  35  dwellings ; I6  by  way  of  Standard  Grants 
ajid  19  Discretionary  Grants. 
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STATEi^MT  OF  HOUSING  PRDG-RESS 


PROVISION  OF  COUIMCIL  DV^’ELLINGS. 
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Aston-le-¥alls 

16 

5 

— 

21 

P.ynho 

- 

30 

6 

36 

Boddington  (Upper  & Lo\7er) 

6 

23 

- 

29 

Chacombe 

17  1 

21 

- 

38 

Chipping  Tferden 

- 

59 

- 

59 

Croughton 

8 

25 

- 

33 

Culworth 

21 

21 

42 

Edgcote 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Evenley 

" 

13 

4 

17 

Eydon 

12 

13 

- 

25 

Farthinghoe 

10 

20 

- 

30 

Greatworth  and  Halse 

16 

41 

- 

57 

Helmdon 

16 

44 

- 

60 

Hinton-in-the-Hedges 

- 

6 

- 

6 

Kings  Sutton 

66 

180 

- 

246 

Marston  St.  La\;rence 

6 

16 

-- 

22 

Middleton  Cheney  and  Overthorpe 

71 

217 

- 

288 

More ton  Pinkney 

8 

9 

- 

17 

Nevjbottle  and  Charlton 

18 

27 

_ 

45 

Radstone 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sulgrave 

14 

25 

- 

39 

Syreshom 

38 

37 

- 

75 

Thenford 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Thorpe  Kandeville 
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6 

- 

12 

V7arkworth 

- 

- 

- 

- 

'Whitfield 

6 

6 
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S E C T I 0 N E 


INSPECTION  AND  SUESRVISION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES 
Generr.lly. 

The  relentless  visitation  of  all  premises  where  food  for  puhlic 
consumption  is  sold  has  continued  throughout  the  year.  It  ha,s 
heen  mentioned  in  earlier  i\nnual  Reports  - and  I repeat  yet  again  - 
there  is  no  substitute  for  competent  routine  inspection  for 
achieving  and  maintaining  a satisfactory  standard  of  food  establish- 
ments. 

Because  so  much  time  is  devoted  to  this  branch  of  public  health 
work  one  sometimes  feels  a little  discouraged  to  find  that  bad  habits 
ajid  mishandling  is  still  much  too  prevalent  amongst  those  people 
whose  job  it  is  to  deal  with  the  prepara.tion  and  sale  of  our  food- 
stuffs. Much  more  requires  to  bo  done  in  the  endeavour  of  breaking 
dovm  these  bad  habits  but  this  presents  a problem  to  which  the 
ajiswer  is  doubtless  hea.lth  education.  But  trying  to  educate  the 
food  operative  requires  much  time  and  tact  on  the  part  of  the 
officir.l  and  all  too  frequently  co-operation  or  appreciation  is 
relucta.nt  on  the  part  of  those  persons  engaged  in  the  food  trade. 

Public  health  officials  often  discuss  the  merits  and  demerits 
for  registering  food  premises  which  seems  somewhat  paradoxical 
\,’hilst  untrained  employees  are  still  allowed  to  work  in  food 
premises.  Just  as  food  equipment  is  tested  before  use  so  should 
employees  pass  a test  in  basic  food  service  principles.  If  this 
ViTere  done  then  physical,  and  hygienic  requirements  in  food  premises 
should  take  care  of  themselves.  Such  c.  progressive  step  is  likely 
to  be  dismissed  by  many  as  being  impracticable.  The  certificating 
or  licensing  of  employees  would,  in  turn,  eliminate  the  need  to 
register  premises  for  they  v;ould  all  be  stai'fed  by  professionals, 

We  have  a long  way  to  go  in  personal  education  of  the  food  handler. 
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Details  of  the  Various  Food  Premises  in  the  District  are  as  follows 


Butchers’  Shops  9 

Fishmongers  1 

Bakehouses  2 

Greengrocers  & Fruiterers  4 

Provision  Shops  45 

Public  Houses  and  Inns 32 

S t'j-f  es  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  5 

School  Canteens  3 

Factor^’'  Canteens 1 

Milk  Distributers 14 


Of  the  above  food  premises,  45  are  registered  for  the  sale  of 
ice  cream  and  9 for  the  sale  of  preserved  foods. 

All  the  food  premises  comply  with  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations 
and  therefore  are  provided  adth  hand  washing  facilities  (Regulation 
16)  and  facilities  for  washing  food  and  equipment  (Regulation  19). 

FOOD  AIH)  DRUGS  SAJPLINC- 

It  is  important  to  know  that  foods  and  drinks  for  sale  for 
public  consumption  are  not  only  clean  and  free  from  harmful  ba.cteria 
but  are  satisfactory  from  the  chemical  aspect  and  do  not  contain 
any  adulterants  Years  ago  many  foods  were  adulterated  in  various 
Tfays  and  especially  was  this  so  in  regard  to  milk  which  was  often 
found  to  contain  added  water  or  from  which  milk  fat  wa,s  extracted 
before  sale  to  the  customer.  Mso,  foods  contained  certain  chemical 
constituents  which  could  prove  harmful  when  consumed.  Others  were 
not  7ifha.t  they  v/ere  purported  to  be  as  inscribed  on  the  label  a.ffixed 
to  the  food  container  or  as  appeared  in  the  sale  advertisement  of  the 
food.  Some  unscrupulous  food  traders  were  intent  on  actually 
defrauding  the  public.  Such  malpra.ctices  have  now  been  almost 
eliminated  by  taking  samples  for  chemical  analysis.  Vi'hilst  most 
of  the  larger  public  health  authorities  are  also  the  food  and  drugs 
authorities  so  far  as  rural,  districts  are  concerned  the  County 
Council  is  usually  charged  vd-th  this  duty  and  this  is  so  in  respect 
to  our  own  rural  district. 
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Samples  taken  in  the  Brr.ckley  Rural  District  by  the 
Northamptonshire  County  Council  a.re  shovm  on  page  36, 

I did  express  an  opinion  in  my  previous  report,  and  for  the 
reasons  mentioned  at  that  time,  that  this  work  could  be  taJcen 
over  by  the  locr.l  health  inspector  provided,  of  course,  that 
adequate  staff  is  ava.ila.ble  at  tho  time. 

Ice  Cream 

The  popularity  of  this  food  appears  still  to  be  on  the  increase 
and  is  consumed  all  the  year  round.  The  number  of  registered 
premises  where  ice  cream  is  stored  and  sold  is  now  45.  Visits  to 
these  places  totalbd  91  and  all  are  suitable  and  comply  with  the 
Regula„tions , Results  of  the  33  samples  taken  were:-  Grade  I,  18; 
Grade  II,  9;  Grade  III,  6;  and  Grade  IV,  0,  It  was  not  possible 
to  discover  the  reason  for  the  6 Grade  III  samples  but  after 
promptly  following  up  by  the  taking  of  check  samples  those  were 
found  to  be  satisfa.ctory.  Ice  cream  samples  v/ithin  Grade  I and 
Grade  II  are  considered  to  be  satisfactory.  One  ice  lollie 
sample  was  taken  and  this  xvas  satisfactory. 

BACTERI0L0GIC4I.  ISCAIIINATION  OF  FOOD  SPECIMENS 

Details  of  the  results  are  shown  in  the  table  belov;:- 


Food  Specimen 


Result  of  Examination 


Sausage  roll  unwrapped. 


Steak  and  Kidney  Pie, 


Pork  Pie. 


No  member  of  the  Salmonella  or  Shigella 
groups  isolated.  Staph,  aureus  not 
isolated.  Cl,  v;elchii  not  isolated. 

No  member  ef  the  Salmonella  or  Shigella 
groups  isolated.  Staph,  aureus  not 
isolated.  Cl.  welchii  not  isolated. 

No  member  of  the  Salmonella  or  Shigella 
groups  isolated.  Staph,  aureus  not 
isolated.  Cl.  welchii  not  isolated. 


Unwrapped  Beef  Sausages. 


Heavy  growth  of  Staph,  aureus.  No 
member  of  the  Salmonella  or  Shigella 
groups  isolated.  Cl.  welchii  not  isolated 
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Food  Specimen 

Result  of  Examination 

Wall's  skinless  pork 
sausages. 

No  member  of  the  Salmonella  or  Shigella 
groups  isolated.  Staph,  aureus  not 
isolated.  Clostridium  welchii  not  isola,ted. 

Pork  sausages. 

A hea,vy  growth  of  Staph,  aureus.  No  members 
of  the  Salmonella  or  Shigella  groups  isolated. 
Clostridium  welchii  not  isola.ted. 

Beef  sausages. 

Very  scanty  grov/th  of  staph,  aureus.  No 
member  of  the  Salmonella  or  Shigella,  groups 
isolated.  Cl.  welchii  not  isolated. 

Beef  sausages. 

No  member  of  the  Salmonella,  enteric  dysentery 
or  food  poisoning  groups  isolated. 

Pork  sausages. 

No  member  of  the  Salmonella,  enteric 
dysentery  or  food  poisoning  groups  isolated. 

Beef  sausages. 

No  member  of  the  Salmonella,  enteric 
dysentery  or  food  poisoning  groups  isolated. 

Pork  sausages. 

No  member  of  the  Saimonella.,  enteric 
dysentery  or  food  poisoning  groups  isolated. 

Beef  steak  pie  with 
Kidney. 

Pl"te  Count:  Less  than  1,000  organisms 
per  gram.  Culture:  No  grovrth, 

(the  specimen  appeared  to  be  sterile). 

Meat  Pie. 

Plate  Count:  Less  than  1,000  organisms 
per  gram.  Culture:  No  gro^rth. 

(the  specimen  appeared  to  be  sterile). 

Pressed  Beef. 

Plate  count:  800,000  organisms  per  gram. 
Culture:  No  Salmonella,  enteric,  dysentery 
or  food-poisoning  orga.nisms  isola.ted. 

Pork  sausage. 

Plate  count:  More  than  5,000,000 
organisms  per  gram. 

No  Salmonella,  enteric,  dysentery  or 
food-poisoning  organisms  isola.ted. 
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Result  of  Examination 


Food  Specimen 


Beef  sausages 

Plate  count;  More  than  5,000,000 
organisms  per  gram. 

Culture;  No  Salmonella, dysentery , enteric 
or  food  poisoning  organisms  isolated. 

Cooked  ham. 

Plate  count;  More  than  5,000,000  organisms 
per  gram. 

Culture;  No  Salmonella, enteric , dysentery 
or  food-poisoning  organisms  isolated. 

Cooked  ham. 

Plate  count;  Approx.  200,000  organisms 
per  gram.  No  Salmonella,  enteric , dysentery 
or  food  poisoning  organisms  isolated. 

Cooked  ham. 

Plate  count;  2,000  organisms  per  gram. 
Culture;  Staph.  a.lbus  only. 

Cooked  ham. 

Plate  count;  50,000  organisms  per  gram. 
Culture;  gtaph.  a.lbus  & Strep,  viridans. 

Pork  sausages. 

Plate  count:  Approx.  650,000  organisms 
per  gram. 

Culture:  Bact.  coli,Bact .anitratum, 

Steph.  albus  & Paracolon  organisms. 

Cooked  ham. 

Plate  count:  60,000  organisms  per  gram. 
Culture;  Staph,  albus, Bact.  anitratum. 
Paracolon  orgenisns,  anr^  non-haeraolytis 
strepto-cocci . 

Savoury  Duck, 

Plate  count;  8,000  organisms  per  gram. 
Culture;  Staph,  albus  & a Paracolon 
organism. 

Cooked  ham. 

Plate  count;  1,000  organisms  per  gram. 
Culture;  Staph,  albus.  Bact,  anitratum 
& a Paracolon  organism. 

Bacon. 

Plate  count;  10,000  organisms  per  gram. 
Culture;  Staph,  albus  only. 
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Some  of  these  results,  to  say  the  least,  are  rather  disturbing 
ojid  clearly  indicate  the  necessity  for  more  sampling  of  this 
nature  to  be  carried  out  by  the  health  inspectors. 

At  the  premises  where  a.  heavy  grovrth  of  staphylococcus  aureus 
was  found  in  pork  sausages  the  butcher  admitted  that  a member  of 
his  staTf  was  subject  to  boils  on  his  neck  but  had  never  been 
stood  off  from  work  for  this  reason.  It  might  well  have  been  this 
person  who  was  responsible  for  this  food  poisoning  organism  in  the 
sausages.  Fortunately,  most  people  prefer  sausage  a.dequately 
cooked  which  may  destroy  any  pathologica,!  organisms  present  but 
apparently  staphylococcus  aureus  produces  toxins  which  are  heat 
resistant  so  there  may  be  a risk  of  infection  to  the  consumer 
even  after  cooking  the  sausages. 

In  the  case  of  cooked  ham  v/here  high  plate  counts  were  shovm 
one  must  remember  that  this  food  is  usually  eaten  without  fuirther 
preparation, 

N 

Often  unsatisfactory  sample  results  tie  up  v;ith  places  and'  persons 
where  mishandling  or  bad  ha-bits  or  poor  personal  hygiene  has  manifested 
itself. 


SA?JPLE8  TAKEN  IN  THE  BRACKLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT  IN  THE  12  MONTHS  ENDING 
31st.  mCH.  1968,.BY  the  NORTHAI.'IPTONSHIRE 


T5EraTiEFr: 


Milk 

• # • 

• • « 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 
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Bread  

# • • 

• • • 

« • • 

• # • 

♦ • • 

• • • 

1 

Butter 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

# • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

Canned  Fruit  . . . 

• • • 

• • « 

• • • 

♦ • • 

# • • 

• • • 

4 

Cheese  

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

Cream 

• • • 

• • • 

• • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

3 

Drinking  Chocolate 

• « • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• * • 

• • • 

1 

Fish  Products 

• • • 

• # • 

• • « 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

Flour  

• • • 

♦ • • 

• • « 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

Grapes  

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

Ground  Almonds 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • # 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

Ice  Cream  

• • • 

• • • 

# • • 

• • « 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

(J  njHS  •••  ••• 

• • • 

• • • 

« • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

Margarine  

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

Matrzipan  ...  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

Mea-t  Products  ... 

• • • 

« • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

14 

Medicaments  ...  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

♦ • • 

• • • 

2 

Orange  Drinks 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

Sta.rch  Reduced  Rolls 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

« • • 

1 

Table  Jelly  

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

70*1/ •••  •••  ••• 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• # • 

73 

The  above  samples  were  taken  for  the  purpose  of  finding  out  vfhether 
any  of  the  foods  were  adultera.ted  or  were  not  of  the  na.ture,  substance 
or  quality  demanded  by  the  purchaser.  In  addition  a total  of  6,220 
articles  of  food  were  checked  for  weights  or  measure. 
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MILK  SUPPLY 


A dairy  in  this  district  closed  down  during  the  year.  The 
customers  are  now  supplied  by  a firm  in  a neighbouring  town  who 
bring  in  the  milk  daily. 

All  milk  retailed  in  this  area  is  heat-treated.  Most  being 
pasteurised  and  only  a small  proportion  supplied  is  sterilised. 
There  is  no  treatment  plant  in  this  district. 

The  number  of  milk  distributors  under  licence  is  14.  There 
was  one  deletion  a.nd  two  additions  this  year. 

The  public  health  inspectors  made  36  inspections  at  milk 
premises  and  took  seventeen  samples,  a considerable  proportion  of 
which  were  obtained  from  schools.  Results  of  this  sa.mpling  are;- 


No.  of  sajaples 

Result  of  Test. 

taken. 

Methylene  Blue, 

Phosphatase. 

Turbidity. 

Pasteurised  Milk 
16. 

Pa.ssed.  Failed, 

13  3 

Passed.  Failed. 

16 

Passed. 

Sterilised  Milk. 

1 

- 

- 

1 

No  trouble  was  experienced  with  dirty  milk  bottles  during 
transport  and  no  complaint  was  made  at  the  offices  concerning  milk 
distribution  in  this  district.  Again  I ajn  able  to  report  that  milk 
supplied  to  consumers  in  this  area  may  be  considered  as  safe  and 
satisfactory. 

It  has  not  been  possible  for  the  department  to  sample  milk  for 
the  presence  of  antibiotics  but  this  is  a matter  which  should  be 
considered  for  action  in  the  future. 
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I.£EAT  INSPECTION 


No  slaughterhouses  are  operating  in  this  district  and  a.ll 
carcase  meat  displayed  for  sale  in  the  local  butchers  shops  is 
inspected  previous  to  its  delivery  from  outside  sources. 

Nevertheless  a watchful  eye  is  kept  on  this  mea.t  by  your  ovm 
inspectors . 

CONDE?.INED  FOODS 

Only  6lbs  ^ozs  of  Neck  of  Pork  wa.s  surrendered  and  destroyed 
due  to  abscesses, 

FOREI&N  BODIES  IN  FOOD 

Complaint  was  received  alleging  that  plain  flour  bought  in  a 
packet  in  this  district  contained  some  substance  v/hich  caused  a 
"grating”  sensation  V7hen  in  contact  with  the  complainant's  teeth, 

A quantity  of  this  flour  had  been  used  in  the  making  of  a Yorkshire 
pudding  and  this  was  when  the  grating  sensation  was  first  discovered. 
The  flour  when  examined  visually  looked  normal  and  when  quantities 
were  rubbed  with  the  fingers  the  substance  also  felt  normal.  But 
Vi/hen  a,  quajitity  was  mixed  v\dth  v/ater  the  grating  sensation  v;as  very 
pronounced  on  the  utensils.  The  flour  was  despatched  to  the  Public 
Analyst  who  eventually  sta.ted  in  his  report  that  "the  sample 
contained  a considerable  amount  of  clea.nsing  powder  consisting  of 
aluminum-silicate  together  with  an  anionic  detergent.  The  sample 
was  not  fit  for  human  consumption  nor  was  it  of  the  substance 
demanded" . The  matter  v/as  taken  up  vdth  the  manufacturers  of  the 
flour  who  stated  that  it  was  impossible  for  such  a contamination 
to  enter  the  flour  at  their  factory.  This  statement  was 
corroborated  by  a report  received  from  the  public  hea.lth  inspector 
for  the  town  in  v?hich  the  factory  is  situ'rted  and  vrhich  receives 
frequent  inspections  by  members  of  his  staff.  The  retailers 
shop  in  this  district,  v/hich  supplied  the  flour  to  the  complainant, 
adso  seemed  an  unlikely  place  where  the  contamination  had  entered 
the  flour  which  was  stored  in  sealed  packets  and  not  near  to  any 
stock  of  detergent.  The  complainant  was  emphatic  that  no 
detergent  could  have  gained  excess  to  the  flour  at  his  home. 

Just  how  or  at  which  place  the  contaminant  did  get  mixed  with  the 
flour  could  not  be  established  so  one  is  left  to  form  ones  own 
conclusions.  The  important  point  being  that  no  one  apparently 
came  to  any  harm.  Results  of  further  sampling  of  packets  of  the 
suspect  flour  proved  negative. 
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FOOD  Am)  DRUGS  ACT  1933  - SECTION  16 


Places  registerable  under  this  Act  are  butchers  v/here  sausages 
auid  pickled  or  preserved  meat  is  manufactured.  Also  places  where 
ice  cream  is  sold.  There  arc  at  present  9 Butchers  and  45  Ice 
Creajfl  shops.  All  a.re  subject  to  frequent  inspection, 

INNB  AND  HOTFLS 


Many  of  these  now  prepare  and  serve  meals  and  therefore 
receive  visits  to  ascertain  if  they  comply  with  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  which  they  usually  do  apart  from  a minor  contravention 
v/hich  is  encountered  from  time  to  tine  but  quickly  remedied. 

By  and  large  these  establishments  attain  a good  standard  ajid 
are  no  trouble  to  the  department.  There  are  32  such  places  v/hich 
have  received  131  inspections  during  the  year. 

FOOD  POISONIiTC- 

Reference  to  this  subject  is  dealt  with  under  section  F of 
this  Report, 
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S E C T I 0 N F. 


T?!E  RRE\^ALENCE  OF  /JTO  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  MD  OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  total  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year 
was  302  an  increase  of  I78  on  last  year's  figure.  This  v/as  largely 
due  to  an  increase  in  the  incidence  of  measles  which  continues  to 
show  its  biennial  pattern.  There  were  also  33  cases  of  infective 
hepatitis,  twenty  five  of  which  occurred  during  the  months  of 
Jajiuary  and  February, 

MEASLES . This  highly  infective  illness  from  which  fev/  individuals 
escape  has  its  incidence  almost  exclusively  during  childhood.  It 
usually  follows  a biennial  incidence,  with  high  numbers  occurring 
in  alternate  years.  The  course  of  the  illness  is  almost  invariably 
benign,  but  complications  v.iiich  include  otitis  media,  pneumonia, 
eye  infections  and  very  occasionally  encephalitis  do  occur,  and 
the  illness  itself  is  often  severe.  Complications  can  be 
effectively  dealt  with  by  the  many  antibiotics  v/hich  are  now 
available,  but  these  drugs  are  themselves  not  all  vd.thout  side 
effects,  are  expensive  and  involve  medical  supervision.  An 
effective  measles  vaccine  has  now  been  developed  and  it  is  anticipated 
that  this  will  be  available  for  general  use  during  the  course  of  the 
next  year,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  in  future  years  measles  in 
common  with  poliomyelitis  and  diptheria  will  be  virtually  eradicated. 

V/HOOPIHG  COUG-H.  There  vrcre  7 notifications.  Acceptance  rate  to 
immunisation  is  high  and  the  incidence  of  this  condition  is  low. 

Cases  still  occur  as  immunisation  is  not  completely  effective, 
however  in  the  majority  of  children  who  have  received  immunisation 
the  illness  is  usua,lly  mild, 

SCART.'RT  FEVELR  . Tv/o  cases  were  notified  which  occurred  in  separate 
parishes.  This  disease  continues  to  exhibit  its  mild  phase.  The 
principal  interest  in  its  notification  is  that  it  gives  some 
indication  of  the  degree  of  streptococcal  infection  in  the  community. 

POLIOMYELITIS.  No  cases  occurred,  and  this  freedom  can  be  ascribed 
to  immunisation  as  the  decline  in  incidence  has  occurred  concurrently 
with  vaccination.  The  oral  Sabin  vaccine  is  new  used  v;hich  gives  a 
longer  lasting  immunity  than  the  Salk  or  injected  variety,  A drink 
of  syrup  or  a lump  of  sugar  is  also  much  more  acceptable  to  the  young 
patients  than  the  previous  needle  prick. 


W). 


FOOD  POISONING-  It  is  plee-sing  to  record  that  no  cases  were  notified 
during  the  year. 

The  condition  is  usually  caused  by  oie  of  the  Salmonella,  organisms, 
of  which  there  are  a large  number.  The  commonest  stra.in  being  that 
of  typhimurium.  Salmonella  infection  is  common  in  bovines,  and  the 
incidence  of  infection  on  farms  is  now  notified  by  the  Divisional. 
Veterinary  Officer  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Fa.rm  workers 
are  then  warned  of  the  possibility  of  human  infection,  and  given 
details  of  hygiene  preca.utions  to  prevent  incidcnco  in  themselves  or 
their  families. 

Other  causes  of  food  poisoning  are  sta.phylococcus  which  ma.y  gain 
entry  to  food  from  an  infected  spot  on  the  face,  hands  or  arms  of  a 
food  ha.ndler  which  may  cause  a severe  form  of  the  illness.  As  the 
symptoms  result  from  a toxin  which  is  unaffected  by  hea.t,  cooking 
the  infected  food,  in  this  case  does  not  prevent  the  illness,  Fore 
rarely  typhoid  fever,  botulism  or  chemical  contaminents  may  occur. 
However  the  commonest  germ  is  the  salmoiaella  which  gains  entry 
into  food  because  of  the  faculty  personal  hygiene  of  food  handlers. 

The  sources  of  infection  are  numerous,  probably  uncooked  contaminated 
(often  imported)  meat  being  today  one  of  the  most  frequent. 

SMALLPOX  There  ¥irere  no  cases.  The  vaccina.tion  of  children  is  still 
necessary  amd  should  be  ca.rricd  out  sometime  during  the  first  two 
years  of  life,  preferably  betyjoen  the  first  and  second  year. 

DIPHTHHRIA  There  have  been  no  cases  of  diphtheria  in  Northamptonshire 
since  1956.  There  is  therefore  with  each  successive  yea.r  of  freedom 
from  infection,  a diminishing  recollection  of  the  da.ngers  of  this 
illness.  Mothers  without  knov/ledge  of  the  disea.se  feel  a fa.lse 
security  and  may  not  ha.ve  their  children  immunised.  That  this  is 
a dangerous  situation  ca.nnot  be  too  strongly  stressed,  as  it  is 
only  by  keeping  up  the  numbers  of  children  immunised  that  the 
disease  be  kept  in  check.  It  is  the  duty  of  a21  parents  to  have 
their  children  immunised,  ajid  if  they  fa.il  to  do  so  they  neglect 
their  v\relfare. 

SONNE  DYS‘'^NTERY  There  were  no  cases. 
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INFECTIVE  HEPATITIS  The  Minister  of  Health  gave  sanction  that  this 
disease  should  bo  made  locally  notifiable  as  from  1st  July  1962, 

By  arrangement  with  other  District  Councils  this  rlso  became  op- 
; erative  in  the  County  of  Northamptonshire.  Thirty-five  cases  v/ere 
notified  during  the  year. 

Acute  Infective  Hepatitis  is  a disease  caused  by  a virus,  which 
attacks  the  liver  and  ca.uses  jaundice.  It  is  mainly  an  infection 
of  young  people  of  faecal-oral  sprea,d,  ejid  with  an  incubation 
period  of  15-  50  days.  The  incriminative  routes  of  infection  are 
from  food  handlers,  water,  <and  children  to  their  mothers.  The 
virus  is  present  in  faeces  l6  days  before  jaundice,  and  up  to  8 
days  after.  Serum  hepatitis,  which  is  another  form  of  infective 
hepatitis,  has  a longer  incubation  period  of  50  -160  days  a.nd 
affects  mainly  adults  and  caji  be  spread  by  blood  transfusion  and 
inefficiently  sterilised  equipment  used  by  doctors,  dentists, 
nurses  and  drug  addicts,  and  in  the  various  tattooing  processes. 

The  clinical  groups  of  these  two  types  of  hepatitis  are  indist- 
inguishable. There  is  no  specific  treatment  and  a jaundiced 
adult  would  be  av/ay  from  work  from  six  weeks  to  tv/o  months,  and 
sometimes  might  not  feel  really  fit  for  a year.  Quarantine 
measures  are  of  little  value,  and  patients  can  be  treated  at 
home  or  in  hospital  provided  adequate  hand  washing  techniques 
are  practised,  VD.th  current  disinfection  of  excreta.  Serum 
hepatitis  can  be  virtually  abolished,  if  disposal  equipment 
was  generally  introduced.  In  this  County  disposable  equipment 
is  used  by  the  County  Health  Department  for  all  procedures 
involving  immunisation.  Gamma  Globulin  is  of  value  for  the 
protection  of  close  contacts  and  pregnant  women  during  epidemics. 
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PERIOD  DISTRIBUTION  OF  NOTIFIFD  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  196?. 

A statement  showing  the  period  distribution  of  the  cases  noti- 
fied is  given  hereunder. 
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INCIDE^XE  OF  IIJ7ECTIOUS  DISE/SES 
Over  the  past  10  years  (other  than  Tuberculosis). 


1958  1959  I960  1961  1962  1963  1964  1965  1966  1967 
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3 

17 

5 

3 

- 

10 

4 

- 

9 

7 

Pood  Poisoning 

1 

- 

- 

- 

5 

- 

7 

1 

1 

- 
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INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  196', 
(other  thnn  Tuberculosis). 

In  individual  Perishes, 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Age  incidence  of  New  Cases  during  1967. 


Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 


Age  Periods 

Years 
0-1 
1-5 
5-15 
15  - 25 
25  - 35 
35  - 45 
45  - 65 

65  and  over 

TOTAL: 


Male  Female 


2 


2 


Male  Female 


1 


1 


Total  cases  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  is  80 

Non-Respiratory  Total 

Males  Females  Males  Females 

14  7 46  34  = 80 

VACCTNATTON  AND  liafUNISATION 

Details  of  these  figures  are  now  only  given  in  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


Respiratory 
Ma-les  Females 

32  27 
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RODEflT  COOTROL . 


Although  the  number  of  complaints  of  rodent  infestation  increased 
to  79  this  year,  as  against  55  the  previous  year,  the  situation 
generally  throughout  this  yerr  was  again  reasonably  quiet.  There 
were  no  major  infestations  requiring  a.ttention  and  most  of  the 
work  was  spent  in  dealing  with  rats.  Fev7  complaints  were  received 
of  mice  infesting  premises. 

Apart  from  attending  to  routine  inspections  and  the  servicing 
of  agricultural  premises  under  contract  with  the  Council,  of  vj'hich 
there  are  now  45,  increase  of  5 over  the  previous  year,  your 
Rodent  Operative  carried  out  the  bi-armual  checking  of  ail  the 
sewers  in  the  district  which  entailed  the  check  baiting  of  s’ewers 
in  28  villages.  This  work  commenced  on  June  6th.  and  wa.s  completed 
by  October  24th.  during  which  period  he  also  gave  attention  to  other 
matters  of  rodent  control  which  included  the  farm  premises.  In  each 
village  at  least  10^  of  the  ma.nholes  on  the  sewers  ?/ere  baited  when 
evidence  of  slight  rat  infestation  was  discovered  in  the  villages 
of  Aynho,  Evenley,  Eydon  a.nd  Syreshajn.  The  sewers  a,t  these  villages 
were  thoroughly  treated  and  kept  under  observation  until  all  traces 
of  rats  had  been  eliminated. 

The  disastrous  outbreak  of  foot-and-mouth  disease  v/hich  broke 
out  this  year  has  fortunately  not  so  far  reached  this  district  and 
it  is  hoped  we  shall  continue  to  escape  this  scourge.  Nevertheless, 
the  case  which  occurred  a.t  Quinton  in  Northamptonshire  had  f"r 
reaching  effects  and  virtually  stopped  all  visits  to  agricultural 
premises  in  this  district  by  the  Rodent  Operative  for  several  weeks 
both  before  and  after  Christmas  196?.  This  situation  is  novi 
gradually  getting  back  to  normal  in  this  area  and  visits  by  the 
Rodent  Operative  to  farms  have  been  resumed  on  a reduced  scale  - 
usually  at  the  request  of  individual  farmers. 

The  normal  warfarin  bait  has  been  used  throughout  the  year  and 
continues  to  be  most  effective  in  the  destruction  of  both  rats  and 
mice. 


Once  again  it  has  been  unnecessary  to  take  any  formal  action 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  1949, 
v/hich  is  the  Act  v/hich  governs  this  important  work  performed  by 
local  authorities.  This  reflects  credit  on  your  Rodent  Operative, 
Mr.  Readman,  who  is  a popular  officer  with  those  v/ho  receive  his 
services.  He  continues  to  discharge  his  duties  with  satisfaction 
and  efficiency. 

Details  of  this  work  are  given  in  the  statement  on  the  following 
page. 
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Number  of  treatments  undertaken 


Sev/ers,  sewerage  disposal  works  and  ditches  and  hedgerows  107 

Refuse  tips  (including  roadside  ''lay-bys”  and  unofficia,!  tips)  42 

Farms  and  smallholdings  154 

Private  dwellings  44 

Business  premises  (factories,  shops  etc.)  and  schools  16 

Total  number  of  visits  made  to  premises  including  visits 

for  survey  purposes.  1448 

Quantity  of  material  used 

Oatmeal  with  Yferfarin  3180  lbs. 
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